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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Henneberger et al. (US Patent 5,067,678) or Fox (US Patent 7,034,227). 

Henneberger et al. discloses a method of assembling a cable routing system 
comprising providing a routing system comprising a base element 12 with a planar top 
surface, the top surface having linear mating edges on opposite sides of the planar top 
surface, each linear edge having a continuous cross-section along the length of each 
linear mating edge (col. 4, lines 6-9), a plurality of side elements mounted to the base 
elements along the linear mating edges, a first plurality of the side elements 14 having 
an upstanding wall portion extending to a vertical height above the planar top surface of 
the base elements (col. 4, lines 9-15), a second plurality of the side elements defining 
side exits extending transversely relative to the linear mating edges and generally 
parallel to the planar top surface such as downspouts and side exit elements, see 
column 5, lines 25-68 and column 6 and 7, the cable routing system suspended from a 
ceiling structure (col. 1, lines 12-25 and col. 4, lines 1-3). Likewise Fox discloses a 
method of assembling a cable routing system with base element 18, side elements 16 
and a second plurality of side elements defining side exits and other connectors that 
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may be required to run the cable routing system in any desired direction (col. 2, lines 
31-34 and abstract). Although the elements of the cable routing systems of 
Henneberger et al. and Fox are integrally formed, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to construct the cable routing 
systems of Henneberger et al. and Fox in various elements since it has been held that 
constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill 
in the art. Nerwin v. Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. Applicant should note that forming 
the side elements 14 integrally with base element 12 as disclosed by Henneberger et al. 
or Fox appears to be an improvement in forming the base and side elements separately 
and subsequently mounting the side elements on the base elements since there is a 
reduction of steps and of the number of separated pieces to handle during the 
manufacturing process, thereby resulting in a simpler manufacturing process and 
improved efficiency. Furthermore although side elements are integrally formed with 
base element in the methods of Henneberger et al. and Fox, the side elements could be 
considered mounted on the base element as they are attached to the base element. 
3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barybinet al.(SU 1272387). 

Henneberger et al. discloses a method of assembling a cable routing system 
comprising providing a routing system comprising a base element 12 with a planar top 
surface, the top surface having linear mating edges on opposite sides of the planar top 
surface, each linear edge having a continuous cross-section along the length of each 
linear mating edge (col. 4, lines 6-9), a plurality of side elements mounted to the base 
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elements along the linear mating edges, a first plurality of the side elements 14 having 
an upstanding wall portion extending to a vertical height above the planar top surface of 
the base elements (col. 4, lines 9-15), a second plurality of the side elements defining 
side exits extending transversely relative to the linear mating edges and generally 
parallel to the planar top surface such as downspouts and side exit elements, see 
column 5, lines 25-68 and column 6 and 7, the cable routing system suspended from a 
ceiling structure (col. 1, lines 12-25 and col. 4, lines 1-3). Likewise Fox discloses a 
method of assembling a cable routing system with base element 18, side elements 16 
and a second plurality of side elements defining side exits and other connectors that 
may be required to run the cable routing system in any desired direction (col. 2, lines 
31-34 and abstract). Although the elements of the cable routing systems of 
Henneberger et al. and Fox are integrally formed, it is known to form such elements of a 
cable routing system in various elements and assembling the elements to form the 
cable routing systems as attested by Barybin et al., see the provided English translation 
and the figures. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to construct the cable routing systems of 
Henneberger et al. and Fox in various elements and subsequently assemble the various 
elements to form the cable routing systems, in light of the teachings of Barybin et al., in 
order to provide disconnectable cable routing systems and enlarge the field of 
application of the cable routing systems. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essama Omgba whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4532. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6:30, 1st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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